Our perennial dry meadow was largely grown from seed which was sown
directly into a thick layer of sand covering the bed. The sand provided

a free draining bed for the seeds and prevented the germination of any
existing seeds already in the soil. Just a few of the plants went into the
bed as established plants. The plant mix was designed by Professor James
Hitchmough, from the Department of Landscape at Sheffield University.
These plants wouldn’t be found growing together naturally, they are
mostly from steppe and prairie habitats like those found in North America
and South Africa. They were selected to grow together here to particularly
suit the dry Cambridge climate.

Above: The dry meadow in mid-summer (HRice)
Cover images: Rudbeckia maxima, Aster amellus ‘Veilchenkonigen’
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